Law & Society: Worksheet #1 [8 points]
NAME: ___________________________________ STUDENT #:_______________
Based on watching “The Plea” answer the following questions. Your answers should be typed and are due in class March 13 at the start of class. You may also turn it in to my mailbox in the dept anytime before class. DO NOT EMAIL IT TO ME – hardcopy only. Late worksheets will be marked down.
You may watch the program with other students and discuss the answers, but each student should write their own answers on the worksheet. 
1. According to the program, what percent of people convicted of felonies have plead guilty?

2. The program discusses the case of Charles Gampero, who had 15 minutes to decide about a plea. What are the issues raised about the circumstances surrounding the plea that raise concerns, especially about coercion? What did he decide? (Note – this question is not asking about the crime, just the issues involved with the plea that highlight the problems with it)

3. Kerry Cook is the inmate on death row. What was the bargain he was offered? The resolution was unusual and involved an “Alford” plea – what is this and is it commonly used?

4. Weingrad comments that if you don’t go to trial, you don’t find out what happened. Why does he believe this and what did he find out when he investigated his son’s death? 
5. What is the response to the comment: sending people to trial does not guarantee a perfect result? 

