CRM 370 – Fall 2009 / Worksheet #1 [8 points]

NAME: 

STUDENT #:

This assignment is based on two readings about the Indian Trust case. The readings are available from links on paulsjustice.com. Please TYPE your answers to the following questions in your own words. Do NOT cut and paste large portions of text and make sure all direct quotes have quotation marks around them. 

I will be out of the country for the Oct 1 class, so this assignment will be due Thurs Oct 8 at the beginning of class. You may also turn it in to my mailbox in the dept anytime before class. DO NOT EMAIL IT TO ME – hardcopy only. Late worksheets will be marked down.

1. What is the case about. Your answer should include what are the trusts, what are the problems with them, how long has there been problems, how long has the case been in court, and what do the Native Americans hope to achieve? (You can draw on both articles to answer this question)
From “Judge Removed from Indian Trust Case for Saying Interior Dept is Racist”

2. When Judge Lamberth writes that “despite the breadth and clarity of this record, Interior continues to litigate and relitigate, in excruciating fashion, every minor, technical legal issue,” what does he mean by “this record”?

3. When Judge Lamberth writes that “this Court has played host to countless pleadings from clinically insane litigants and prison inmates but has rarely seen such a disrespectful tenor in a court filing,” is he referring to the Native Americans, the government or some other group?

From “Accounting Coup”

4. Who is Jim Thorpe, and what is the larger point of his story that is relevant to the trusts?
5. In 2004, when Judge Lamberth found that the Bureau of Indian Affairs was improperly taking land owned by Native American trustees, what did he order? What did BIA do?
